Thank You

by Larry Stockton

In the later part of 1967 after I got out of the Army, I looked around for an aviation company in the active reserves so I might continue my flying.  The only one in a four-state area was in Kansas City, MO.  At that time I had 16 years in the Army and thought I would continue in the active reserve program.  I applied and got assigned to the Company in KC, MO (I have since forgotten the name of the outfit).  When I reported in I found I was the ranking officer, except for the CO of the company.  They didn’t have a designated job for me, but I was more than welcome to fly their two (2), only two L-19s.  The rest of their equipment were helicopters which they let the pilots take home with them in between their once a month meetings.  (What a deal.  Some lived out of the state; i.e., Kansas, Arkansas, etc.).  Guess I had a lot to learn about reserve soldiering.

Anyway, at my first meeting I was to be checked out in their L-19 and was assigned a 1LT check-out pilot and we promptly got down to business.  So far, so good.  All standard as it should be; however, it ended there.  We flew out to the Independence, MO, airport for some touch and go(s).  After a couple of those, we did a full stop and on the subsequent run-up prior to take off, I had a 250 mag drop in both mags.  I told this to the check-out pilot and he said, “No problem, just burn it off.”  After a moment’s thought, I replied, “No problem indeed.  I’m not burning it off--it was okay when we left and for there to be a 250 drop this soon, our Maintenance Officer can just come fly it back.”  The 1LT had never heard of such a thing, but called in and presently the Maintenance Officer came in, flying in their second and last L-19.  We exchanged planes and he left for his one time flight back.

You can almost see what is coming, can’t you?  You guessed it.  We did our run-up and sure enough, the second L-19 had a 200 and a 250 mag drop.  I told the checkout pilot I hoped he had a way to get home because this L-19 was grounded also.  He replied, somewhat befuddled, “But we have only two L-19s.”

As I explained later to the Commanding Officer, Maintenance Officer, the check-out pilot, the other pilots and all the mechanics, “I understand how you feel, or think I do anyway, but here’s the story.  You have only two airplanes here to keep running.  I just grounded both of them because of maintenance.  I just returned from Vietnam a few months ago where, in the best of conditions, the humidity was 98% instead of 100%.  We had no hangers, and there was standing water in the maintenance area where all maintenance was performed all the time.  In my particular platoon, I had nine pilots and eight airplanes.  Most of the time, we had someone up in the air, day and/or night.  All pilots flew at least four hours daily, seven days a week.  Prior to going to the airfield we had to wait until the road was cleared for mines.  From time to time we got mortared in the maintenance area, the airfield, the barracks and the town we were close to.  In addition to normal maintenance, our L-19s were taking in-flight hits as well as injury from the shrapnel from mortar rounds that got close, and not one time did I ever have a plane so much as cough on me or fail to start!  No in-flight emergencies, except what we pilots created ourselves, and availability was well over 90% the whole time I was there!  So, as far as I am concerned, a 250 mag drop on a stateside airplane is not to be tolerated by me as a pilot on a check-out ride.”

It all was met with complete silence and no one ever brought the subject up again; however, I was not popular around there from that day forward.

So, GS46a, what I have to say to you, that should have been said a long time ago, Thank you for a job well done.”  We needed it that way, and you and your men produced no matter what the circumstances were.  Myself and all my pilots were very appreciative that we had professionals on the job.  Again, THANK YOU!
























































































































